Title: Ph.D. Graduate Research Assistantship: Ecology of Appalachian Coyotes : feeding habits, predation ecology, habitat use, density, and spatial organization and movement behavior.
Agencies: Virginia Tech, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences and Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
Study Location: Augusta, Bath, Highland, and Rockingham Counties, Virginia, USA.
Job Description: Seeking a motivated Ph.D. student to examine the ecology of eastern coyotes in the Appalachian Mountains of Virginia. Coyotes have been expanding rapidly throughout the eastern US over the past 10 years. Little is known about their basic ecology, especially their impacts on white-tailed deer in mountain habitats. This project will examine coyote feeding habits through diet analysis. Scat samples will be collected and identified to species through genetic techniques which will also form the basis of genetic mark-recapture to determine coyote density.  Deer densities will be determined through line transects and distance sampling techniques. This study will also include capture and GPS collaring of coyotes to determine ranging and movement behavior.  Habitat use will be examined using the GPS locational data and available GIS layers. Finally, black bear diet will also be determined through scat analysis to examine relative affects of the two carnivores on deer populations.

Qualifications: Applicants must have an undergraduate and an M.S. degree in Wildlife Ecology or related fields.  Previous field experience on carnivores preferred including:  capture and handling, radio telemetry, ability to work under adverse field conditions, and operation of 4-wheel drive vehicles. Good interpersonal skills are necessary to work closely with a diverse group of state wildlife biologists, academic advisors, other graduate students, and private landowners. Strong quantitative skills a plus, especially in population dynamics or spatial analysis. Background in carnivore ecology, genetic analysis, and habitat analysis are also preferred.
To Apply: Send letter of interest, resume/C.V., plus the names and contact information for 3 references to contact listed below. For general guidelines on academic requirements, letters of interest, and C.V.s, visit the website (listed below) of Dr. Kelly and click on the link for prospective students.
Salary: $20,976; Plus tuition. 
Last Date to Apply: Open until filled.

Contact: 
Dr. Marcella J. Kelly - Associate Professor

Dept. of Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences

146 Cheatham Hall, Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, VA 24061-0321

PH: 540-231-1734;   FAX: 540-213-7580
makelly2@vt.edu
www.mjkelly.info
